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Our Lady of the Sign
Some Orthodox churches use a screen 
to separate the area around the altar 
from the main part of the church.  
Icons hang from this screen.  The 
Our Lady of the Sign icon often hangs 

in the centre.  The name of the icon 
refers to the verse in the book of the 
prophet Isaiah, “the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Look, the young 
woman is with child and shall bear a 
son, and shall name him Immanuel.”

This sign of Immanuel, God with 
us, is the genesis of the Christian 
story.  It is the genesis of the story 
of Wellspring Community.  In this 
icon, Mary stands, arms upraised, 
palms up, in a gesture of peace and 
openness.  Her arms and the fabric of 
her robe create an enclosure for the 
Saviour, who replicates the gesture.  
This mother and child embody for us 
a willing acceptance and receptivity to 
God and to the Wisdom that was with 
God at the beginning of the world, 
the Wisdom that moved Moses and 
the prophets, the Wisdom that is the 
Word.  This is the new genesis and 
the new creation.  The apostle Paul 
assures the Romans (and us) that they 
also were God’s beloved.  They, too, 
were called to belong to Jesus Christ.  
They were called to be saints and to be 
recipients of God’s grace and peace. 
(inspired by Kathleen Norris in God 
with Us).

Genesis means ‘the time or 
circumstances of something’s coming 
into being.’  On Monday 7 November, 
the ABC Television program 
Australian Story aired an episode 
called Field of Dreams.  If Compass had 
aired this story of hope, it might have 
been introduced as an Advent story.  
It, too, contained echoes of Isaiah:
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The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light; those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness—on them light 
has shined. Isaiah 9:2

Therefore justice is far from us, and 
righteousness does not reach us; we wait 
for light, and lo! there is darkness; and 
for brightness, but we walk in gloom. 
Isaiah 59:9-11

It was a story of the time and 
circumstances of something’s coming 
into being – a new beginning for 
Mingoola, a small rural community 
on the New South Wales-Queensland 
border and a new beginning for 
central African refugees from Rwanda 
and nearby countries who had rural 
backgrounds and had struggled with 
city life far removed from gardens and 
the soil.

Mingoola was an ageing community 
with many elderly and few children.  
School numbers had declined and the 
school was placed in recession and 
likely to be closed permanently.  Some 
Mingoola residents saw this as a very 
dark time.  The school was a focal point 
for the community.  The likely “death” 
of the school symbolised a likely 
“death” of the community.  Although 
the future looked bleak some people 
had hope – and a light of inspiration 
shined on them.  They decided to 
reach out to refugee communities in 
the hope that some might be attracted 
to the rural life style.  
After several setbacks, they eventually 
contacted refugees from Rwanda, 
Burundi, Uganda and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, countries with a 
history of conflict.  Most of the people 
they contacted came from agricultural 
backgrounds. They missed the land.  
They missed farming.  They found 
the settled refugee life in the city 
alienating.  One woman had not 
had a garden for 16 years.  When the 
refugees came for an initial visit, one 
man found the landscape very close 
to his landscape in the Congo. He 
just stood there with the cattle and 
then he said, “This has healed my 
soul”.  Another said, “To arrive was 
just a miracle of God.”  These refugees 

had experienced deep darkness in 
their homelands.  Life in the city in 
Australia was better but they were yet 
to see “a great light.”
The people of Mingoola decided 
that they could offer homes to four 
families, one of which had seven 
children.  The long-empty small farm 
cottages were run down, needed much 
work, especially in the kitchens.  The 
families were unfazed because they 
were used to, and perhaps preferred, 
outdoor kitchens.  They quickly 
settled in, established gardens, and 
found some seasonal work.  The 
school re-opened.
In some sense, the two Mingoola 
women who initiated the program 
were “Our Ladies of the Sign.”  They 
were women of peace and openness.  
They created an enclosure for the 
people who were to come.  They 
embodied a willing acceptance and 
receptivity to people who God loved 
dearly, for whom Christ the Saviour 
was born and died.  Although not 
acknowledging Christ as Lord 
and Saviour, they were saints and 
recipients of God’s grace and peace.  
This issue of Pipeline focuses on 
Advent, on Immanuel, on Incarnation, 
and on new beginnings.
Neil Holm
Editor

Neil Holm

Deputy Leader’s Letter

In his first letter as Deputy Leader, Alex 
Scutt, takes us more deeply into Advent.  
He follows through on the Isaiah themes 
and considers the O Antiphons or The 
great Os. He reflects on how we might 

pray them with some of our Wellspring 
themes in mind as well.  
The Season of Advent is one of my 
favourite seasons of the year.  It is a 
season of hope and expectation as we 
await the coming of the Saviour.  The 
readings from the prophecies of the 
Hebrew Scriptures, above all those 
recorded in Isaiah, the passages from 
the Gospels recording the ministry of 
John the Baptist, the visit of Mary to 
Elizabeth, the visit of the angel Gabriel 
to Mary in Nazareth culminating in 
the birth of the infant Jesus himself 
have been part of Christian liturgical 
observance since the very early days 
of the Church.  They have inspired 

some of the greatest music, art and 
poetry ever produced.  As a parish 
musician, I have such a richness of 
choice at this time of year from the 
great call to sit up and take notice in 
the chorale tune to the words  Wachet 
auf, ruft uns die Stimme to which Bach 
set his memorable obbligato - to the 
impassioned plea of Nun Komm der 
Heiden Heiland for the Saviour of 
the nations to come; and so much in 
between.
The overarching Advent theme, 
however, for the liturgical observances 
– and indeed, I would suggest, 
our prayerful observances –  is 
encapsulated in the hymn we in the 

Alex Scutt
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English-speaking world know as O 
Come, O Come Emmanuel.  Each 
stanza of this hymn, is based on a series 
of short prayerful interjections known 
as the O Antiphons or The great 
Os.  In western Christian traditions 
they are most often associated with 
the last seven days of the Advent 
season and used either at Vespers as 
an introductory prayer before the 
Magnificat or as alleluia verses before 
the Gospel reading in the Catholic 
Mass.  But I think they can be used 
most profitably throughout the season 
of Advent and I want to commend 
them to you for use in this wider way 
in your Advent praying – perhaps 
as you are praying for Wellspring 
members in the Prayer Diary.
Each one begins with one of the 
attributes of Christ mentioned in the 
Scriptures.
O Sapientia (O Wisdom)
O Adonai (O Lord)
O Radix Jesse (O Root of Jesse)
O Clavis David (O Key of David)
O Oriens (O Dayspring)
O Rex Gentium (O King of the 
nations)
O Emmanuel (O God with Us)
I would like briefly to take each of 
these in turn, with a short reflection 
on how we might pray them with 
some of our Wellspring themes in 
mind as well.  Let us firstly recall that 
each one is a title for the Messiah, and 
secondly that each one refers to one 
or more of the prophecies recorded in 
the book of Isaiah. They are in Latin,  
and the English translation is not 
always a literal one.

O Sapientia
O Sapientia, quae ex ore Altissimi 
prodiisti,
attingens a fine usque ad finem,
fortiter suaviterque disponens omnia:
veni ad docendum nos viam 
prudentiae

O Wisdom, coming forth from the 
mouth of the Most High,
reaching from one end to the other,
mightily and sweetly ordering all 
things:

Come and teach us the way of 
prudence.

equity for the meek of the earth; … 
Righteousness shall be the belt around 
his waist, and faithfulness the belt 
around his loins.”
Isaiah 11.4-5
Righteousness shall be the belt around 
his waist, echoes the attire of John the 
Baptist mentioned in the the Gospel of 
Mark – “clothing of camel’s hair and 
a leather belt around his waist” – as he 
prophesied in the wilderness of Judea 
in the spirit of the Hebrew prophets.  
The prayer in the Latin recalls Moses 
in the burning bush and the holy 
ground on which he thereby stood.  
Adonai is untranslatable – it is the 
word spoken by readers of the Jewish 
scriptures whenever the divine name 
is written.  The Lord who is coming 
in Jesus is the name above and beyond 
all names before whom – as Jesus – 
every knee shall bow and every tongue 
confess. For Wellspring, wherever 
we are and whatever our principal 
interests in our areas of concern, 
may our hearts continue to burn for 
a world of justice, compassion and 
peace as we each work within those 
areas in the coming year.

O Radix Jesse
O Radix Jesse, qui stas in signum 
populorum,
super quem continebunt reges os suum,
quem Gentes deprecabuntur:
veni ad liberandum nos, jam noli 
tardare.

O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign 
among the peoples;
before you kings will shut their mouths,
to you the nations will make their prayer:
Come and deliver us, and delay no 
longer.

The prophecy in Isaiah is “The spirit 
of the Lord shall rest on him
the spirit of wisdom and understanding
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the 
Lord
Wonderful in counsel and excellent in 
wisdom.”
Isaiah 11.2-3; 28.29
Wisdom coming forth from the 
mouth of the most High firmly roots 
us in the opening words of the Gospel 
of John – the Messiah as the eternal 
word of God the Father.  Our prayer 
might be for a spirit of wisdom and 
understanding to rest upon us as well, 
and upon our country’s leaders.

O Adonai
O Adonai, et Dux domus Israel,
qui Moysi in igne flammae rubi 
apparuisti,
et ei in Sina legem dedisti:
veni ad redimendum nos in brachio 
extento.
O Adonai, and leader of the House 
of Israel,
who appeared to Moses in the fire 
of the burning bush
and gave him the law on Sinai:
Come and redeem us with an 
outstretched arm.

Isaiah’s prophecy is :
“but with righteousness he shall 
judge the poor, and decide with 

“A shoot shall come out from the stock 
of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 
of his roots.” Isaiah 11.10. Jesus was, 
of course, from the house and lineage 
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of David.  But does this prayer not 
also bring to mind the Tree of Life 
with its roots in the ground?  This is 
the prayer where we can also call to 
mind our care for our environment, 
sustainable growth, our roots in this 
earth, this land, to which we will 
all one day return.  Call to mind 
also our roots as a Community, for 
other intentional communities in 
our own country, for Iona, for next 
year’s Gathering in Tasmania, but 
above all our roots in the faith of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

O Clavis David
O Clavis David, et sceptrum 
domus Israel;
qui aperis, et nemo claudit;
claudis, et nemo aperit:
veni, et educ vinctum de domo 
carceris,
sedentem in tenebris, et umbra 
mortis.
O Key of David and sceptre of 
the House of Israel;
you open and no one can shut;
you shut and no one can open:
Come and lead the prisoners 
from the prison house,
those who dwell in darkness and 
the shadow of death.

keys to unlock their own potential, 
opening doors that may be shut; 
closing those which need to be closed 
and also that we may be alive to doors 
opening to new possibilities in the 
coming year.  We also pray for asylum 
seekers and a change to our attitudes 
towards closing and opening borders.

O Oriens
O Oriens,
splendor lucis aeternae, et sol 
justitiae:
veni, et illumina sedentes in tenebris, 
et umbra mortis.
O Morning Star,
splendour of light eternal and sun 
of righteousness:
Come and enlighten those who 
dwell in darkness and the shadow 
of death.

O King of the nations, and their 
desire,
the cornerstone making both one:
Come and save the human race,
which you fashioned from clay.

We all know that famous chorus from 
Handel’s Messiah which has as its 
text the prophecy behind this prayer 
– “For a child has been born to us…
authority rests upon his shoulders and 
he is called Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9.6.  Behind 
it too is the Lutheran chorale Nun 
Komm der Heiden Heiland, “Come 
Saviour of the Nations”.  
Here let us enjoin with this prayer, 
other households of faith beyond those 
from which we come, for ecumenical 
and interfaith dialogue,giving thanks 
for dialogue between and within 
faiths worldwide. Our prayer for the 
Saviour of the Nations to come may 
be one of joyful expectation and hope, 
or a heartfelt impassioned plea – or 
perhaps both.

O Emmanuel
O Emmanuel, Rex et legifer noster,
exspectatio Gentium, et Salvator 
earum:
veni ad salvandum nos, Domine, 
Deus noster.
O Emmanuel, our king and our 
lawgiver,
the hope of the nations and their 
Saviour:
Come and save us, O Lord our God.

Isaiah’s prophecy says “I will place on 
his shoulder the key of the House of 
David: he shall open and no one shall 
shut; he shall shut and no one shall 
open.” Isaiah 22.22
Jesus, through the mouth of Luke 
the Evangelist, recalls Isaiah’s further 
prophecy, “To open the blind eyes, to 
bring out prisoners from the prison, 
and them that sit in darkness out of 
the prison house” owns this prophecy 
“ (Isaiah 42.7) as the key to his own 
ministry. May it be the key to our 
ministries too – helping others to find 

We may wish to think of O Oriens 
as “O Rising Sun” recalling that the 
“orient” is the east from which the 
sun appears.  Or we may consider “O 
Dayspring” to be a more meaningful 
translation.  Either way, the prophecy 
of Isaiah echoed here is “the people 
who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light, those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness, on them has the 
light shone.”  Isaiah 9.2
Let us pray, with this prayer, for 
those who still live in a land of deep 
darkness in spite of the coming of 
each new day.  Let us pray for those 
who live in remote areas, our isolated 
members and friends and add this to 
our impassioned plea for the Sun of 
Righteousness to shine upon us all.

O Rex Gentium
O Rex Gentium, et desideratus 
earum,
lapisque angularis, qui facis utraque 
unum:
veni, et salva hominem,
quem de limo formasti.

Isaiah 7.14:  “Look, the young woman 
is with child and shall bear a son and 
shall name him Emmanuel”.
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This is the last of the seven, traditionally 
prayed on Christmas Eve.  Above 
everything else – the carols, the tinsel, 
the presents, the end-of-year busy-
ness – Advent, and now Christmas, is 
about God becoming human – God 
with Us, as the Gospel of Matthew 
has it – the core of our being, the 
cornerstone of our faith without 
which nothing else makes sense.  
As the Fourth Gospel has it, “the Word 
was made flesh and dwelt among us”.

Many have looked at these prayers 
and discovered a hidden meaning 
– an acrostic taken from first letters 
of the titles taken backwards ERO 
CRAS, which translates, “Tomorrow, 
I will be”.  There is little in the way 
of sensible evidence to suggest that 
early liturgical compilers were into 
acrostics – after all, it is not the 
primary function of the liturgy.  But 
to the extent that it can yield some 
meaning, this Latin phrase can also 

translate to mean (since ero “I will 
be” is the future of the Latin verb esse 
“to be”):  “I will be tomorrow”.  It is 
the great proclamation of the Book 
of Revelation of God saying to us “I 
will be tomorrow, what I am now 
and what I have always been since 
eternity.”  In other words the Alpha 
and the Omega – the same yesterday, 
today and tomorrow. 
The O Antiphon images are from https://
catholiconline.shopping/pages/the-o-antiphons

Our other Deputy Leader, David 
Sloane, looks to a new beginning for 
Wellspring Community.  He feels that 
we are somewhat in the dark when we 
try to explain the purpose and focus of 
Wellspring Community.  He calls us to 
take a fresh step in our genesis.

explaining to others what Wellspring 
actually is. The definition given in 
the current Wellspring brochure 
is one that is so broad it could 
apply to members of any mainline 
Australian Church. Other than the 
words ‘ecumenical community’, most 
churches would happily own that 
their members are ‘’Seeking to follow 
Christ ; they comprise both men and 
woman, lay and ordained and are all 
working for reconciliation and peace.’’

So what makes us different? True, we 
are a dispersed community but what 
does that actually mean? I believe we 
need a short description in about 10 
to 25 words that nails who we are and 
what we on about. I often wonder 
what niche portion we fill in the 

Wellspring Community: Who and What We Are

David Sloane

vast array of church and para-church 
organizations in Australia. 
I have sometimes referred back to 
saying we are like the Iona Community 
in Australia. But many people, even 
practising church goers, have never 
heard of the Iona Community. 
Could we make more of the windmill 
symbol? But telling people we are 
the Windmill Community may raise 
a few eyebrows! I feel we need to get 
this identity thing worked out before 
we can grow. 
I am hoping people will give this a 
bit of thought and come up with 
some suggestions for future issues of 
Pipeline. Personally, I feel the words ‘ a 
dispersed praying community’ should 
be there but that only describes part 
of what we do. Who and what are we? 

Members and Friends of Wellspring 
Community face difficulty is in 

Although not meeting David’s appeal 
for a few words to describe Wellspring 
Community, Council approved the 
following statement about Wellspring.  
These ideas may help as you look for 
a new way of expressing Wellspring 
Community (Neil Holm, Editor)

When you join Wellspring 
Community you become part 
of an Australia-wide prophetic 
community of followers of Jesus who

Support and encourage each other 
to lead lives that are transformed 
personally and socially.  We do this by:

Why Join Wellspring Community?
•	 seeking	 to	 be	 open	 to	 God	
in every way we can, including 
regular Bible reading, prayer, and 
meditation, through an awareness 
of God in creation, and in our daily 
encounters with people and events.

•	 praying	 regularly	 for	 each	 other	
through daily use of the Prayer 
Diary, 

•	 meeting	 regularly	 with	 a	
Wellspring Community Group 
and/or communicating regularly 
other Community members

•	 meeting	 every	 two	 years	 at	 a	
National Gathering

•	 contributing	 to	 and	 reading	
Pipeline, the quarterly Wellspring 
newsletter

In addition, some of us have entered 
into a commitment to

•	 account	to	each	other	for	the	use	
of our time and money 

•	 contribute	1%	of	our	net	income	
to Wellspring Community.
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Seek to live actively as disciples of 
Jesus and in so doing we contribute to 
a world (and to Australia) where 

•	 We	 and	 all	 people	 (particularly	
the poor and marginalised) live at 
peace and with justice.   

•	 We	 grow	 in	 spiritual	 practices	
that develop an Australian 
spirituality that allows us to worship 
God in ways that fit the diverse, and 
in many ways unique, Australian 
environment 

•	 We	 are	 reconciled	 to	 God,	 to	
each other, and we work for mutual 
respect and recognition between 
Aboriginal Australians and all other 
Australians

•	 We	lead	sustainable	lives	in	God’s	
incredibly complex and beautiful 
Creation that we respect, love, and 
care for.

•	 We	respect,	value,	and	learn	from	
other Christian traditions and other 
faiths.

•	 We	are	generous	in	our	dealings	
with everyone we meet by offering 
hospitality to friends and strangers 
alike and bringing healing through 
prayer and practical action.

Acknowledge that living as disciples 
in these ways will contribute to the 
transformation of our lives, the lives 
of those we meet, and the wider social 
and cultural structures.

Acknowledge also that these actions 
are prophetic like the actions of Jesus.  
They will often result in a challenge 
to an economic or political power 
structure at one level or another. 

Acknowledge that these actions 
may well lead to resistance against 
the message from other citizens, 
from community leaders, and from 
government.  These actions may lead to 
suffering for Wellspring Community.  
Nevertheless, as a prophetic 
community, we must speak the good 
news of Jesus and hold citizens, 
community leaders, and government 

to account by reminding them of their 
God-given responsibilities.
Note: A prophetic community listens 
to God, discerns God’s will, and where 
necessary challenges both church and 
society (Anne McPherson, Wellspring 
Community: An Introduction, 
Sydney: Wellspring Community, 
2009).  St Paul affirmed prophecy as 
a function of all within the church (1 
Corinthians 14: 3, 30, 24, 31).  We 
exercise prophecy when we take turns 
in speaking to others and then by 
giving others opportunity to “weigh 
what is said” (v. 29).  Prophecy speaks 
to the events of everyday lives.  It 
speaks to the lives of those in the wider 
society and it speaks to the lives of 
those within Wellspring Community. 
Prophecy involves encouraging, 
teaching, and consoling.  It also 
includes reproving others and holding 
them to account.  However, those who 
receive the prophecy have opportunity 
to prayerfully discern what has been 
said.  Prophecy is not an edict handed 
down from on high.

I wonder how many different causes 
and issues are exercising the minds, 
hearts and wallets of Wellspring 
people. Let’s think of some: Refugees 
and asylum seekers, overseas aid, 
Indigenous people, climate change 
and global warming, use of resources 
such as coal and gas, protection of 
animals and nature, distribution of 
wealth, victims of trafficking, local 
church, local community, national and 
international political and economic 
issues and leadership, education, 
health issues for ourselves and others, 

our families plus many, many good 
and worthwhile causes. With so many 
things crying for attention it is not 
surprising that an initial enthusiasm 
for fair trade may wane. 
A good example of this is some local 
Churches. People may have explained 
to them the justice issues behind fair 
trade and ethical shopping. They may 
be encouraged to use fair trade tea 
and coffee after church and perhaps 
receive free samples but when it 
comes to replacing these, it is back to 
the popularly marketed, easily visible 
products on supermarket shelves.
The Parable of the Sower (Matthew 
13:1ff) comes to mind. Like the seed 
shrivelling on the rocks, an initial 
enthusiasm may soon dry up. Or 
the many voices competing for our 
attention may overwhelm our concern 
for fair trade like the weeds crowding 
out the young plants in the parable.
The great thing about Fair Trade and 
Ethical shopping is that people are not 

Maintaining Enthusiasm

John Martin

being asked to do anything that they 
do not normally do already. 
If you attend a local church how are 
they going with fair trade? I know 
that in some churches fair trade 
decisions were made long ago. They 
are ‘good soil churches’ It is part of 
their culture, part of their DNA. 
Others, including the one I attend, 
have progress to make.
I was recently asked to record a 
podcast on Fair Trade for the Uniting 
Church in Queensland. If you wish to 
listen, this is the link.
http://bit.ly/FairT
Scroll down the page.  To select John’s 
talk click on the red icon at number 7.
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Two recent books have called for 
lay people to engage in their own 
theologising.
1. Val Webb: Testing Tradition & 
Liberating Theology: Finding Your Own 
Voice (Mosaic Press).

across the centuries. It does not, 
however, provide enough examples 
of how lay persons in the Church are 
“finding their own voice”.
2. Gregory C Jenks: Jesus Then and 
Jesus Now; Looking for Jesus, Finding 
Ourselves    (Mosaic Press) 
Greg’s new book is also, for me, short 
of examples of “finding ourselves” in 
the NOW, but it does provide a useful 

The method is based on a strong 
assertion “How we imagine Jesus very 
much controls how we imagine GOD, 
and ourselves.”(page 5) 
It may well be that many of us have 
other means of relating to, and thinking 
about, God.  As Christians, we can also 
agree with the assertion that Jesus is a 
pathway to God.
To assist us on our path, Greg refers 
us to the 522 still existing documents, 
from Jesus’ time up to the year 300 CE, 
that refer to sayings or deeds of Jesus. 
This set of sayings are called the Jesus 
Data Base. Many of these are included 
in the New Testament, but others occur 
in other books and manuscripts. After 
300 CE we begin to get into a period 
when theologians of the early Christian 
churches tried to make theological 
doctrine out of these sayings and stories 
as so well outlined in Val Webb’s book.
Since we live in a NOW time that is 
very different from the THEN time of 
Jesus’ life, we begin first by making a list 
of aspects of the personal and social life 
and world views that existed THEN in 
Jesus’ time and in the subsequent 200 
or so years covered by the Data Base.
Next, list some aspects of the NOW of 
2016 for personal life, for Australian 
society, and for us a globally, that are 
important differences from what you 
have put in the THEN column. There 
will also be some similarities, but for 
this exercise we are especially concerned 
with how different the NOW is. 

method of proceeding, for lay persons, 
to begin to theologise.
My intention for this study is to 
follow this method so that we will find 
ourselves together ‘finding your own 
voice about Jesus and God”.

This book, like Val’s earlier books, is 
very readable and she presents a very 
helpful sweep of theological thought 

Peter Fensham

BAMM: Books, Art, Music, Movies

BAMM is a place where Members and Friends reflect on their recent viewing, hearing, creating, and reading in ways that 
engage the central concerns of the Wellspring Community.

BAMM: Books
Peter Fensham invites us to move into Advent in another way.  He briefly refers to recent books by Val Webb and Greg 
Jenks.  He then describes a method for focussing more deeply on Jesus and God.  This method requires us to imagine Jesus 
because the way we imagine Jesus controls how we imagine God, and ourselves.  What a wonderful Advent challenge!
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           Aspects of the THEN       Aspects of the NOW

With this sense of the THEN and the different NOW we can tackle the first issue. 

ISSUE 1: The Kingdom of God

For this example, familiarise yourself again with some of the many references (more than 140) to the Kingdom of God 
(Heaven) in the Gospels, Acts and Epistles.

For each Kingdom question in the Table, put down what was the answer THEN and what you would say was the answer 
NOW.

 Jesus and the Kingdom of God JESUS / THEN JESUS / NOW

 To whom does the Kingdom belong?

 What is the Kingdom like?

 Where and When is the Kingdom to be found?

Since a number of the Kingdom sayings in the THEN time were in the form of a story (the Good Samaritan, etc.) or parable, 
beginning with “The Kingdom of Heaven is like ……., you might try to write a modern day story or parable for the NOW 
time, beginning perhaps likewise with “The Kingdom of God is like …..”  

ISSUE 2: Names for Jesus.

From the Data Base some of the names for Jesus that relate to the THEN period are listed in the first column of the Table 
for Names of Jesus. 

Table: Names for Jesus Then and Now

 Jesus and the Kingdom of God JESUS / THEN JESUS / NOW

Jesus from Nazareth

The Galilean

The Carpenter

Son of Joseph

Son of Mary

Demoniac

Glutton
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 Jesus and the Kingdom of God JESUS / THEN JESUS / NOW

Wine Bibber

Messiah

King

Lamb of God

Son of David

Saviour

Prophet

Teacher.

The Christ

Lord

Son of God

Son of Man

Now discuss the names you think are appropriate for describing Jesus in the 
NOW time. 
First, agree to cross out the inappropriate ones in the THEN list. 
Next, Move any remaining names to either the second or third columns.
Finally, come up with contemporary, more appropriate names for Jesus for the 
two contemporary groups of NOW persons.

Clabon Allen reviews Bruce Pascoe’s book Dark Emu.  Rather than looking forward to a new beginning, this book asks 
us to look back to the genesis of Aboriginal society in Australia.  Pascoe paints a different picture of Aboriginal society.  
He argues for a reconsideration of the ‘hunter-gatherer’ tag for pre-colonial Aboriginal Australians.

After our discussion on Australian 
Spirituality for the National 

His basic thesis is that pre-invasion, 
Aboriginal people had quite an 
elaborate culture expressed in 
permanent houses and carefully 
worked out farming practices. 
However this culture was not easily 
recognised by the invading settlers. 
It did not have the written language 
and styles that would be obvious to 
incomers.  It was interesting that 
some early explorers did recognise 
houses that could hold 15 people but 
then described them as hovels. They 
noticed that fields of native grains 
and storehouses of food but were then 
happy to steal the food. They could 
not accept that this was a different 
form of agriculture.  A couple of 
years ago I circulated to those on the 
Reconciliation list some comments 
about the book “The biggest estate 
on earth” by Bill Gammage. It has 

Workshop in October, I have read a 
book that contributes an Aboriginal 
perspective. It is called “Dark 
Emu” with a subtitle Black Seeds: 
agriculture or accident? It is written 
by Bruce Pascoe, an Aboriginal man 
from Victoria who has written several 
books and novels. It is not written 
from a Christian perspective but it 
helps us to understand the Aboriginal 
attitude to land and culture.

Clabon Allen
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engAgeMent

Engagement:  Members and Friends will have an opportunity to engage with or respond to ideas that 
were addressed in the previous issue of Pipeline.   Engaging with the ideas of others, respondents will 
affirm and / or commend the ideas and also take the opportunity to recommend other points of view.

Common Dreams 4
Peter Fensham and several other 
Wellspring members and friends 
attended Common Dreams 4.  Common 
Dreams is an alliance of Australian and 
New Zealand kindred organisations 
that promote the study, discussion and 
implementation of Progressive Christian 
and other progressive religious streams 
of thought and action. The alliance 
includes The Centre for Progressive 
Religious Thought (Canberra), The 
Centre for Progressive Religious Thought 
(Sydney), The Progressive Christian 
Network of Victoria, Progressive 
Spirituality Network (Queensland), 
St Luke’s Community at Remuera 
(Auckland), Pitt Street UC (Sydney), 
The Progressive Christian Network of 
South Australia, St Matthew’s-in-the 
City (Auckland), Progressive Network 
of Western Australia, and St Andrew’s 
On The Terrace (Wellington).
Progressive Christianity is a 
nondenominational approach to faith 
and spirituality. It seeks to understand 
Christian beliefs and doctrines in the 
light of modern biblical and historical 
scholarship and current scientific 
knowledge. It values inquiry and 

intellectual integrity. It rejects biblical 
literalism and inerrancy. It is open 
to diversity of opinion. Expressions of 
progressive streams in other religious 
faiths have similar approaches within 
their traditions.

The principal way the alliance pursues 
its objectives is through staging the 
major international Common Dreams 
Conference each three years which brings 
together for several days a large audience 
to hear and interact with a distinguished 
group of international, Australian and 
New Zealand scholars, researchers, 
writers and speakers.  Common Dreams 
4, the fourth conference, was held in 
Brisbane from 16 – 19 September 
2016. The theme of the conference 
was “Progressive Spirituality: New 
Directions”.

Peter’s review of the conference 
highlights Diana Butler Bass’ focus on 
“God here and amongst us” –  further 
sign of Immanuel, God with us

After the feast that Common Dreams 
4 offered here are some immediate 
reflections. The venue was excellent 
and the way the local organising 
committee together with their many 

friendly volunteers ensured smooth 
passage for all of us participants.

Now just a few of the new thoughts 
from the programme. The two 
Memorial lectures for Nigel Leaves 
(Val Webb)and Marcus Borg (Dianna 
Butler Bass) were prefaced in a very 
wonderful and  moving way by Julie 
Leaves and Marianne Borg. 

Lorraine Parkinson presented her 
grounds for an adaptation of each of 
the nine Beatitudes from Matthew’s 
Gospel.  She then made a claim that, 
together, they form a complete and 
continuing basis for creating the best 
possible Australian and world society. 
Furthermore, she suggested that being 
non-Christological, they have the 
potential to be accepted by persons of 
other faiths and of no faith.

This bold claim reminded me of the 
similar one Karen Armstrong made in 
Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life, 
made for compassion and the negative 
form of the Golden Rule being at the 
heart of all the world’s great religions. 

Such universal claims are arresting and 
I found myself immediately trying to 
think of examples in contemporary 

a similar approach and is quoted in 
this book. There were also elaborate 
fish traps which were recognised by 
the settlers but were mainly destroyed 
by incoming cattle or were used for 
stone.

This book implies that a genuine 
Australian Spirituality needs to 
recognise the 40,000 year old 
Aboriginal culture and use aspects of 
this to help deepen our understanding 
of Australian history. Several of 

Eugene Stockton’s books make a 
similar point. Australia still has quite 
a deep seated suspicion of aspects of 
Aboriginal culture and people like 
Pauline Hanson still express this. 
This book will help us to deepen our 
mutual understanding.
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life that require more than Lorraine’s 
set of nine ways of acting.  My interest 
in making the work of theologians like 
those at the conference accessible to 
lay Christians immediately recognised 
that her ideas offered  the possibility 
of deepening our lay appreciation of 
this centrepiece of Jesus ministry.
I was frustrated that too many of 
the presenters could not contain 
themselves to allow genuine 
interaction. This was, however, 
redeemed on the last morning when 
Dianna Butler Bass again spoke with 
much humour, lots of examples, 
and the telling metaphor of a lift or 
elevator about the way we hang on 
to a vertical sense of “God up there”. 

Instead she argued that we personally 
need, and the Church needs, to move 
from this vertical sense to a horizontal 
sense of “God here and amongst us”. 
She introduced the metaphor of a 
Moebius Strip (take a paper strip and 

giving it a half-twist, and then join 
the ends to form a loop) to evoke an 
awareness that the inside (the presence 
of God within us) is also the outside 
(the presence of God around us). 
Her dimensions of the horizontal 
were Neighbour and Nature, and 
they immediately evoked for me the 
challenges Australia now faces about 
our multi-religious society, asylum 
seekers here and on Manus and Nauru, 
marriage equality, and our laggardly 
moves about the threat of climate 
change.  At last, we then had time in 
small groups to formulate questions 
that were then put to Dianna for her 
response and further clarification. A 
really great finale!!!

G R E E N  G R A N N Y
a n d  t h e  G R O O V E R S

A Candle in the Chaos
In all the chaos of world events in the 
last few months it is easy to miss the 
good news, the candles in the chaos. 
The ratification of the Paris agreement 
is a light in the darkness. The 
agreement on international actions to 
curb climate change entered into force 
on November 10th in Marrakesh. 
One hundred and thirteen parties of 
one hundred and ninety seven have 
ratified the agreement so far and 
Australia is one of them!
 “For the first time it brings all 
nations into a common cause to 
undertake take ambitious efforts to 
combat climate change and adapt to 
its effects, with enhanced support to 
assist developing countries to do so. 
As such, it charts a new course in the 
global climate effort. “ Additionally it 
“includes requirements that all Parties 
report regularly on their emissions and 
on their implementation efforts.1“ 
The COP22 Interfaith Statement on 
Climate Change is a response to the 
ratification of the Paris Agreement 
by 30 global Faith organizations 
and signed by eminent Faith leaders 
worldwide at a side event in Marrakesh 
on November 10th 2016.   You can 

join Desmond Tutu and the Dalai 
Lama and sign to show your support 
as a group or individually. You can 
read the full statement and sign at 
www.interfaithstatement2016.org/
The Interfaith Statement begins:

Some of the actions called for are:
•	 Our	 own	 faith	 communities,	 to	
divest from fossil fuels and invest in 
renewable energy.
For States to:
•	 Reduce	emissions,	 in	 line	with	 the	
1.5°C goal; 
•	 	 Increase	 global	 financial	 flows	 to	
end energy poverty with renewable 
energy. 

We share a moral 
obligation to not harm 

others, to be fair and to 
care for the vulnerable.

If we continue to 
damage the earth’s vital 
support systems through 

contamination and 
destruction of the climate 

that protects us - we do so 
at our own peril.

•	 Ensure	 that	 action	 to	 address	
climate change, respects human 
rights, just transition, food security, 
and the integrity of all ecosystems. 
•	 End	 controls	 on	 trade	 agreements	
which allow challenges to government 
policies; 
•	 Sovereign	wealth	 funds	 and	public	
sector pension funds to shift their 
investments away from fossil fuels 
into renewables.
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Becoming a Member of Wellspring Community
FRIENDS are sympathetic to the vision of Wellspring Community.  They seek to be informed about its activities 
and its common life.  They receive the Wellspring annual Prayer Diary; the Wellspring annual Directory; quarterly 
Wellspring Community newsletter, Pipeline; and notices of Community events. They are welcome to attend and 
participate in community gatherings, workshops and local cell groups.

MEMBERS of Wellspring Community make an annual commitment to live according to the Rule of the 
Community as fully as possible.

1. To become a Member, a Friend will
  a)  be familiar with the history, philosophy and theology of Wellspring Community
  b)  be familiar with the Rule
  c)  have discussed the Rule with a mentor
  d)  have discussed with a mentor a commitment to faith, peace-making and justice
  e)  demonstrate that commitment through engagement with at least two of the Wellspring areas of   
   Spirituality and Justice
  f)  complete a small project within one of the Wellspring areas of Spirituality and Justice 
  g)  attend at a National Gathering or National Workshop (as available)
  h)  participate regularly with a cell group or make other regular connection in the case of a remote   
   Friend in Formation
  i)  meet regularly with the mentor
  j)  propose to the mentor what the Friend will (continue to) bring to Wellspring Community.

2. A mentor will be nominated for the Friend in Formation through the Wellspring Council (any person with  
 oversight/coordinating mentorships must be a member of the Council by agreement within the Council).

3. Depending on the Friend’s background, the Formation period may include reading, writing, journaling, in areas  
 such as the Spiritual Disciplines, the Gospel imperative of Justice, or other topics as suits the needs and interests  
 of the person in keeping with the philosophy and theology of Wellspring Community.

4. The period of Formation will be one year, or as considered appropriate by the Mentor in conjunction with the  
 Council.  A Friend may commence the formation period at any time. 


