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Leader’s Report  

1.1 Introduction 
For me, the highlight of the last year was the National Workshop.  This one-day event 

brought together the central themes of the year: our Biblical foundational principles, 

our discussions on formation, and our discussions on the use of Open Space 

Technology to create a different kind of National Gathering in 2015. 

 

This report focuses mainly on the National Workshop. 

1.2 National Workshop 
On 9 August 2014, Wellspring Community gathered as a dispersed community across 

Australia.  The workshop brought the community together in the year in which a 

National Gathering did not occur.  Rather than encouraging members to meet face-to-

face in one place in Australia, we encouraged members and friends to meet closer to 

home and to link up via teleconference several times during the day.  The program 

included times for local discussions at the state or regional level and times for 

discussion or worship at the national level by teleconference: 

Brief Program 

 State/regional based: welcome, catching up, prayer for the day. 

 State/regional based study of the New Testament book of 1 John. 

 National link up: reporting our discussions. 

 Break 

 State/regional contacts guided discussion and time allocation for the 

discussion of formation and open space technology 

 National link up: reporting our discussions. 

 Break 

 National link up for Worship  

Why Discuss 1 John?   

The [Johannine] letters let us into the world of early Christian communities 

struggling to establish themselves as part of the larger graeco-roman world. . . 

.  

Many interpreters . . . point out that the problems reflected in the Johannine 

letters are a microcosm of the process any religious community must go 

through as it tries to consolidate what it has gained from the past – its 

teaching, its ritual, its image of the founder, its ideal of community – in the 

face of the future and changing socio-religious context of its members. 

(Pheme Perkins, The Johannine Epistles, Wilmington, DL: Michael Glazier, 

1979) 

The studies helped us think about the blessings, joys, struggles, and problems of the 

Wellspring Community today and in the future.   

Process 

To facilitate this discussion each state (or regional group with a state) looked at one 

chapter and reported on its conclusions 

 Queensland  -- 1 John 1; 



Wellspring Community Inc AGM 2015 9 May 2015 

Page 4 of 28 

State Reports   Combined Reports 

 New South Wales -- 1 John 2;  

 Victoria/Tasmania/Australian Capital Territory -- 1 John 3;  

 South Australia --  1 John 4;  

 Western Australia -- 1 John 5.   

We encouraged isolated members to set the time aside, to reflect by themselves 

during the discussion times, and to phone in for the national link up / teleconference 

times.  We encouraged all groups and individuals to submit reports on the discussions 

at the end of the day.  This report is based on those submissions. 

Opening Worship 

Helen Weavers prepared the following 

 

Lord God, as we gather here to share our concerns for conflicts in your world we feel 

overwhelmed by the terrible tragedies that are happening in so many countries.  We 

pray that you will encourage us to be the sort of people you call us to be as we listen 

to and repeat in our hearts and minds the words written by the South African 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu as he struggled with the evils of apartheid: 

   Goodness is stronger than evil, 

   Love is stronger than hate, 

   Light is stronger than darkness, 

   Truth is stronger than lies. 

 

We pray that goodness, love, light and truth will be part of our nature as we remember 

family and friends of those who died in the aircraft that was shot down –  

AND GOD WEEPS, FOR THESE ARE HIS CHILDREN 

 

We remember the people of Gaza whose lives have been devastated as Israel invades 

their land, killing and injuring thousands of people and destroying homes and 

livelihoods –  

AND GOD WEEPS, FOR THESE ARE HIS CHILDREN 

 

For the people of Israel who live in fear of rockets being fired into their land, and that 

people on both sides of the conflict may cease responding with even greater violence - 

AND GOD WEEPS, FOR THESE ARE HIS CHILDREN 

 

For the people of Iraq, especially the Christians who have been threatened with 

execution if they do not go away, pay a big fine or become Muslims – 

AND GOD WEEPS, FOR THESE ARE HIS CHILDREN 

 

For the people of Syria, Afghanistan and South Sudan where people are still facing 

terrible situations. 

AND GOD WEEPS, FOR THESE ARE HIS CHILDREN 

 

Help us to offer those who are responsible for these terrible tragedies goodness rather 

than evil, love rather than hate, light rather than darkness and truth rather than lies so 

that they may be transformed into people who care for others, even those with whom 

they disagree, instead of aiming to destroy them.   
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And help us to eliminate all evil, hatred, darkness and lies from our minds so that we 

may be more like the people Jesus calls us to be.  In that way, we can be agents for 

spreading your love to others no matter who they are or what they believe 

      

Creator God, we thank you for the life we are able to live in Australia.  We thank you 

that we have the means to help others less fortunate and in more difficult 

circumstances than our own.  We pray for all those who feel that their lives will be 

severely impacted by government decisions, in employment, in lifestyle, in their 

family’s future.  May those with the power to seek the common good govern for all 

Australians, not just for the wealthy and those seeking to exploit their fellow citizens.   

LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

We are fearful that government policy has meant detention, ill-health, physical harm 

and loss of hope to so many who sought to join us in in this promising land. We pray 

that those with the power to change our current immigration structure will realize the 

harm that is being done to innocent children, to despairing adults and to our own 

image as a nation.  Help us to keep up the struggle to remind our leaders that 

goodness is stronger than evil and love is stronger than hate.   

LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER  

 

GOODNESS IS STRONGER THAN EVIL (D) 

Goodness is stronger than evil 

Love is stronger than hate 

Light is stronger than darkness 

Life is stronger than death 

Victory is ours, victory is ours,  

Through him who loves us 

Victory is ours, victory is ours 

Through him who loves us      (repeat) 

 

God our challenger and disturber, help us to confront all that makes for death and 

despair in our lives, our communities, our world.  May we never lose sight of the 

possibility of transformation and be continually surprised by people who believe in 

one another.  

 

Living wisdom (different Lord’s Prayer) 

God in heaven, your name is to be honoured. 

May your new community of hope be realized on earth  

as it is in heaven.   

Give us today the essentials of life.   

Release us from our wrongdoing  

as we also release those who wrong us.   

Do not test us beyond our enduring;  

 save us from all that is evil.   

For you embrace justice, love and peace,  

now and to the end of time.  Amen.  

 

Now as we prepare to discuss the future and wellbeing of our Wellspring Community 

today, let us make this affirmation. 
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Lord, help us to accept 

THAT WE WILL NOT SERVE YOUR PURPOSE UNLESS WE ARE OPEN TO 

EACH OTHER.  

 

Help us to remember: 

THAT WE WILL NOT CARE FOR EACH OTHER UNLESS WE REFLECT 

YOUR LOVE; 

 

Help us to see:   

THAT WE WILL NOT LOVE LIKE YOU UNLESS WE ARE GLAD TO ACCEPT 

THE COST AND JOY OF DISCIPLESHIP, AS FRIENDS AND FOLLOWERS OF 

JESUS IN WHOSE NAME WE PRAY. AMEN. 

 

1 John Discussion Reports 

1.2.1.1 1 John 1 
Fellowship is the theme of Chapter 1 (verse 3 twice, 6, 7).  This word connotes 

companionship, partnership, mutuality, bondedness, having communion with one 

another, alliance, commonality, joining together for a common task, and being bound 

together.  Fellowship is the deepest form of community.  If Wellspring is a 

community then we should aspire to fellowship.  Do we? 

 

This chapter emphasises that fellowship has vertical and horizontal dimensions that 

involve relationships with Christ and relationships with other Christians.  The writer 

of 1 John makes it clear that we really do need each other: when we are bound 

together in fellowship, our joy is complete (v. 4).  Complete joy goes beyond the 

general feelings of happiness and wellbeing that we commonly describe as joy.  

Complete joy approximates the emotional and spiritual state that we experience in the 

Kingdom of God when we have unfettered access to the presence of God and when 

we relate to God and each other in love and perfect harmony. 

 

In this 21
st
 century life, complete joy remains a goal, an aspiration, and something that 

we work towards.  We grow towards complete joy as we give greater expression to 

the common life we share.  Our common life is real life with all its ups and downs: 

love, joy, hope, despair, guilt, disillusionment, friendship, bitterness, depression, 

anxiety, loneliness, empathy, and more.  In our community of over 200 people, we 

should expect to encounter and be genuinely responsive the full range of these issues.  

Do we? 

 

When these issues confront us, we need someone to be Jesus to us, someone to 

represent (re-present) Jesus to us.  When this happens there is a double blessing: the 

sufferer experiences the love, compassion, companionship, and presence of Jesus 

through the person who ministers to them.  Likewise, the one who ministers is 

blessed: in their representation of Jesus they more fully identify with Jesus and 

become more like him.  God’s grace works through others: the one who suffers and 

the one who ministers experience God’s grace.  When we engage the issues of our 

common life like this, we move towards a deeper, more complete joy. Do we? 

 

We do not know the recipients of this letter yet their fellowship was under threat.  In 

this chapter, some believers held views on sin, holiness, and forgiveness that others 
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regarded as false.  In other chapters, there was dissension over Jesus as messiah, the 

nature of his earthly form, and the significance of his death.  Wellspring does not face 

these particular challenges (although to some extent they continue to find expression 

in the thoughts of many contemporary followers of Jesus).  Nevertheless, important 

ideas on healing fractured communities emerge in this book.  Our community is far 

from perfect and most of us cannot see the cracks that point to the need for healing.  

Perhaps this book will help us to begin to see the cracks.  

 

Verses 7 and 8 connect fellowship with light and sin: “if we walk in the light as he 

himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another. . . . If we say we have no 

sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”  God is light.  In God, there is no 

darkness.  God hides nothing.  God is open, accessible, and of complete integrity.  In 

God, there is no deceit, trickery, game playing, or hypocrisy.  These are the 

characteristics of fellowship with God and they are the essential ingredients of 

fellowship with each other.  Are we open with and to each other as God is open with 

and to us?  We may not say to each other that we have no sin but we hide our sin from 

each other.  When we hide our sin from each other is this deceit or game playing?  

Are we living with integrity?  Is this one of the cracks in our fellowship?  To what 

extent is openness and mutual confession within our community the key to a rich 

fellowship? 

 

Declaring, proclaiming, testifying, and writing feature strongly in 1 John 1: we 

declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us.  

Bringing the Good News of God's love so that others may receive the gift of faith 

either for the first time, or anew for those who have strayed was integral to Celtic 

Christianity and continues as part of Wellspring’s heritage.  The Wellspring prayer 

diary reveals this continuity in several prayers each year for the faith of younger 

generations. 

1 John 2 

“If anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” 

(v.1).  We have someone to speak on our behalf, to intercede for us, to argue for us, 

and who has been in our shoes, who knows what it is like to be tested.  He is willing 

to deal gently and sympathetically with us and for us and to offer us mercy and grace 

(Heb 4:14-5:4).  He came to be with and to love those who are broken, marginalised, 

and damaged, to offer them a way to wholeness and renewal.   

 

As Christ deals with us, so we should deal with each other in our community and with 

all who cross our paths.  The work of our community for peace and justice, 

sustainability, healing and hospitality, ecumenical and interfaith relations, and 

reconciliation are our ways of following Jesus in responding to brokenness and 

advocating for renewal.  These are our ways of abiding in him and of living in the 

light (vv. 6, 10, 28).  One NSW member wrote that this abiding was the central 

message for our community: we “abide in God” (v.6) and  “God abides in us” (v.27).  

Others noted the Japanese word for abide: tom-er-u meaning at home with us or 

dwelling with us.  Abiding is linked with obedience: “All who obey his 

commandments abide in him, and he abides in them” (v.24).  To obey has 

connotations of “to hear” or “to listen”: to hear the voice or the word of God – and 

just as importantly to listen to or to be aware of various voices, to be aware of the 

signs of the times, and to sensitively hear the voices of others. 
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One of our isolated members reflected on verse 15 (and several later verses): “Do not 

love the world or the things in the world. 

It is comforting to be told that difficulty fitting in with the world is to be 

expected for those who strive to live authentic Christian lives. I for one am 

finding it stifling to be living in a society in which "the greed of the eyes and 

people boasting of their superiority" seem to reign supreme.  Slowly but 

surely, I am learning to accept the resultant alienation, to make peace with it, 

and to thrive and prevail because of it rather than in spite of it.  

 

Belonging to Wellspring has made a difference by putting me in touch with 

kindred spirits who manifest for me all that is best in humanity.  For me, 

Wellspring is proof that God my Creator Father is looking out for me. And I 

am grateful!  Wellspring is a manifestation of the God who is looking out for 

those who somehow seem to fall through the cracks despite the well-meaning 

outreach efforts of the various mainline Churches. It seems well-placed to do 

this in a world where the technology exists to foster connectivity, even 

relationship, that transcends physical proximity.  

 

It is good to belong to Wellspring where people stand up for justice. The 

fellowship of kindred spirits is life-giving, even from a distance.  And I am 

grateful. 

 

We decided to study 1 John as a glimpse of the world of early Christian communities 

struggling to establish themselves as part of the larger graeco-roman world.  This 

struggle was evident in this chapter.  We see a community that is at the same time 

defensive and aggressive: defence of the faith of the early Christian community 

combined with a somewhat aggressive stance to the world in which it found itself.  

There is a sense of a dangerous and threatening world, a negative world that thwarts 

growth as children of God.  This worldview ignores beauty in creation.  It was 

influenced by fear of the heresy of Gnosticism: the early Church had to resist ‘direct 

knowingness of God’, an intuitive view that paid little attention to the material of the 

world, even to the point of finding it distasteful.  

1 John 3 

This chapter returns to the theme of brothers and sisters, children of God.  God has a 

"singular love" for his children:  we "really" are God’s children.  How do we share 

this Good News in some new way, so that the younger generations may discover God 

as the one who singularly loves them?  How do we as a community reach out to 

people who seem obsessed with vampires and monsters, and the constant need to 

produce "selfies" to post on Facebook?  How do we foster an encounter with a God 

who desires to be creatively involved in their lives? 

 

Brothers and sisters are to love one another and lay down their lives for one another 

(vv.11, 16).  To lay down is to put something down to show you are not going to use 

it again.  We set aside our lives in a way that allows others to pick them up and use 

them.  When we lay down our lives we make ourselves unconditionally and totally at 

the disposal of someone else.  We hold nothing back for ourselves.  If we hold back 

from a brother or sister we may end up refusing to help at all (v.17).  We may end up 
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closing our hearts to each other, closing the place of feeling.  We become cold, aloof, 

and distant – and God’s love does not abide in us. 

 

Holding nothing back is a big call.  Even those among us who are seeking to lay down 

their lives in this way find it hard to hand over 100% of themselves.  Again, our 

openness and availability to each other are the keys here – when we are open we share 

our struggles, we encourage each other, build skills and attitudes in each other, and 

we help each other to lay down another 5% or 10%.  As we will see in Chapter 4, 

when we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.  Our 5% 

advances are advances towards perfection and they are only possible with the love 

and support of the brothers and sisters. 

1 John 4 

Chapter 4 stresses the importance of loving our brothers and sisters: “Beloved, let us 

love one another” (v.7).  God loved us so we ought to love each other and in this way, 

God’s love is perfected in us.  God loves us and lives in us.  No one has seen God but 

we see God in each other.  When we really love someone, we see them as an 

individual, as a particular person full of foibles and idiosyncrasies.  We love them 

because of and despite their foibles and idiosyncrasies.   

 

We love because he first loved us (v.19).  If we allow ourselves to be so utterly loved 

by God, to receive this love without reservation, and choose to be grateful, then we 

transmit that love to others.  We are loving, because we are loved.  Imagine what it 

would be like if each member of Wellspring embodied fully our identity as God's 

beloved, so that our faith response was fashioned by gratitude, so that we 

unconsciously radiated love, compassion, empathy and mercy!  

1 John 5 

God’s commandments (that we love God and each other) are not burdensome (v.3).  

Jesus said, “My yoke is easy and my burden is light” (Matt 11: 28-30).  This is so 

important for Members and Friends of Wellspring.  There are occasions when 

Wellspring people say that they need to withdraw from the community because they 

feel they can’t meet the commitment.  They see Wellspring as a burden, not a joy.  

They feel that Wellspring is a heavy burden, a demand on their lives that they have 

neither the time nor the strength to meet.  We need to remember that it is the loving 

not the doing that is important.  The Message paraphrases Jesus’ words as “learn the 

unforced rhythms of grace.” Learn the unforced rhythms of grace from each other.  

Are we sharing the stresses and strains with others?  Are we giving others a chance to 

lay down their lives for us?  Or are we striving alone?  Are we collectively and boldly 

asking for strength, discernment, and loving action according to God’s will (v. 14)? 

 

One of our members shared her struggles and wrote that rather than being a burden 

Wellspring was a source of genuine fellowship: 

I discover a distinct difference between Christian fellowship and community 

and other social connections. With some sadness I have to concede that I am 

not likely to experience genuine fellowship with my many friends and contacts 

who don't appear to be genuinely motivated by the faith dimension (even 

though some do see themselves as Christian, even as "good" Christians) - no 

matter how much I care about them, and respond to their needs. To continue to 
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care remains a challenge. "Grant that I may not seek so much to be loved as to 

love" is a prayer habit I need to reinforce.  

 

Yet, I do sense a profound depth of the faith dimension in my dealings with 

Wellspring friends.  I believe my experience of fellowship in Wellspring is 

indeed genuine.  In this regard, Wellspring has been a God-send for which I 

am truly grateful.  

1.3 Formation Discussion Reports 

Blue Mountains Group 

The Blue Mountains group discussed ways in which formation might emerge within 

Wellspring. 

 

The development of formation lies in recognising particular people who show an 

interest in and appreciation of the values of a Community such as Wellspring.  The 

issue then becomes how to go about addressing them and how to encourage them to 

take up the challenge of formation.  This process takes place within the context of a 

Community that is fragile, old, and very widespread in its interests.  At the other 

extreme, the social context is antipathetic to the Community’s values of spirituality 

and social justice.  The issue is to find the individuals open to exploring and 

discovering values that transcend the powerful materialism of our times. 

 

Granted these realistic conditions the Blue Mountains Group wishes to begin with 

attracting people to experience first of all of Celtic prayers, Celtic saints, Celtic 

history and songs.  Those who have visited Iona will report on their experience of this 

tradition.  This ‘A Celtic Day’ will include prayer, singing, choosing a saint to report 

on, and enjoying images on a DVD of Iona.  The overall concern is to translate Celtic 

spirituality to the Australian environment with Peter Sculthorpe’s music for 

meditation. 

South Sydney Group 

This group expressed concern for those who simply want to stay at the Friends level.  

It was generally supportive of the concept but was concerned about its 

implementation.  It questioned whether sufficient Companions were available and 

whether they needed special training.  It noted the existing high levels of commitment 

and cautioned against over-commitment. 

 

The group supported the concept but noted implementation difficulties: finding and 

training Companions, ensuring flexibility and simplicity, and clarifying what “The 

Prophetic Voice” means in practice, for an individual member, and for the group. 

 

The group saw a particular value of Wellspring’s clear ethos and worship focus for 

those people concerned about the “wishy-washiness” of some liberal churches.   

 

The group concluded that we could try out the program for a couple of years and see 

how it works out. 
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Jenny Johnson’s Report 

There is a need to take account of the many ‘personality types’, some of which may 

require different approaches.  We’ve a friend who has recently completed a four year 

course on Spiritual Direction, and realise any training of mentors (Companions) 

would need to be sufficiently comprehensive.  I’m not sure what ideas came up about 

training, apart from having retreats for that purpose.  There would need to be a way of 

a new Friend being free to request a different Mentor/Companion if at any stage they 

felt uncomfortable in any way with the process.  There must be several Wellspring 

Members of Friends who could help with devising a good training course.  I’m 

thinking of Sheila Bourne, who has been one of the leaders of the Kincumber 

Spiritual Direction course.  Joy Crawford has many years of experience in that field as 

have Jonathan Inkpin and Penny Jones. 

  

A few points about my own journey, which I realise has probably been unusual 

through our having lived in very many places!  I did not for a long time have a 

spiritual director, but I feel very privileged to have ‘sat at the feet’ of many gifted 

teachers to whose talks or lectures or retreats I believe I have been led by the Spirit 

from my very early days.  I wonder if it might be helpful to provide a new Friend with 

access to a comprehensive list of possible places to check for helpful ‘growth 

experiences’.  Here are some of the places (of retreat etc) I have found nourishing on 

my spiritual journey: The Benedictine Abbey, Jamberoo, where I have always been 

given a wonderful welcome and received gentle and appropriate spiritual direction by 

a nun; The Taize Community, Burgundy, France where we spent a week in retreat; 

Taize Retreats and ecumenical Reflection Days arranged with the NSW Ecumenical 

Council over the past 22 years; retreats run by the Australian Christian Meditation 

Community; Eremos retreats reflection days; Anglicans Together Retreats; a week 

long Healing Retreat in Toowoomba, led by The Grail Community in 1995; parish 

retreats and reflection days etc! 

  

Similarly, I have found much nourishment through devotional reading all through my 

life, and would recommend a list of authors and their writings could be available – 

along with everything else on the Wellspring web site - from which a Friend could 

‘dip in’ and make a choice.  Here are a few of those, the excerpts from whose writings 

I have found easy to read and of great inspiration:  Henri Nouwen Making All Things 

New, John Main The Inner Christ, Seize the Day with Dietrich Bonhoeffer by Charles 

Ringma, Hildegard of Bingen, Julian of Norwich, Gerard W Hughes God of 

Surprises, Thomas Merton Love and Living & The Pocket Thomas Merton, Brother 

Roger of Taize No Greater Love – Sources of Taize, Margaret Hebblethwaite Way of 

St Ignatius – Finding God in all Things, Thomas a Kempis Of the Imitation of Christ, 

Thomas Moore Care of the Soul – A Guide for Cultivating Depth and Sacredness in 

Everyday Life. 

  

It could be helpful for a new Friend to discover that there are many ways to journey 

along the Way in which we abide in Christ and God abides in us, and we are just there 

to accompany them, give a few pointers and pray that they might be led by the Holy 

Spirit into the Community He is preparing for us all.  They need to experience the 

freedom of God’s Spirit as well that call into community of support, compassion, 

action, and waiting on God. 
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Betty Matthews’ and Janelle Macgregor’s Response 

Betty and Janelle wanted greater clarity on the difference between formation and 

Christian commitment within the Christian Community.  Is formation as a person 

journeying towards Membership in Wellspring Community being confused with the 

foundational formation of a person in their Christian journey?  Would this latter not 

be best undertaken within a congregational setting.  There was concern about the 

three-level Friend-Traveller-Member structure. 

 

Implementation needs to be careful, perhaps setting a time ahead when it will be 

started.  More work on the detail was necessary. 

Conclusion 

After taking the above thoughts into account and after extensive discussions in 

Wellspring groups and in Council the following description of the formation process 

was drafted. 

 

There will be two ways of becoming a Member.   

 

One way involves mixing with Wellspring people in cells or in other ways; getting a 

feel for what we do.  If you decide that you are living prophetically in the ways 

described in Are You Interested in Joining Wellspring Community? and you are able 

to agree to the Rule, then you may apply to become a Member.  Your application will 

be reviewed and a decision made. 

 

The other way is more structured and formational.  This way involves a two-stage 

(notionally two-year) intentional formation process.  You apply to begin.  You are 

assigned a Companion to oversight your formation process.  The Companion helps 

you find a Community of Support.   This group helps you plan a formation process 

that (a) meets your needs and (b) moves you towards living prophetically.  You work 

towards these goals for about a year.  When you feel you have (a) made substantial 

progress towards meeting your formation goals and (b) made some progress towards 

living prophetically as per the descriptors in Are You Interested in Joining 

Wellspring Community? you are ready for review.  After a successful review, you 

become a Traveller.  Your Community of Support guides you through the next (year-

long?) stage of formation.  After a successful review as a Traveller, Wellspring 

Community welcomes your application to become a Member.] 

1.4 Open Space Technology 
The National Workshop introduced Open Space Technology.  Since then, this idea 

was promoted in numerous articles in Pipeline.  For further information please read 

the back issues of Pipeline.  

1.5 Prayer for Wellspring Leadership 
As we approach the election of a new leadership team, let us pray for the Council. 

 

Gracious God, 

We thank you for our Wellspring Community and its leadership; for their homes of 

our people and their workplaces, for the diversity of people, and for all those who 

live, work, play and worship under its banner. 
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Now we ask you to raise up for us a new leadership to guide us and serve you: a 

leadership that in some way embodies the values and characteristics of Columba of 

Iona.  We pray for leadership with a heart for the poor, the sick, and for all who suffer 

injustice.  We pray for a leadership able to engage with and, where appropriate, shape 

the political landscape of our time. We pray for a leadership that is able to listen and 

offer counsel but also to challenge; ready to learn as well as to teach; a leadership that 

is a friend of yours who will quickly become our friend too. 

 

Give us above all a team that will work tirelessly alongside us to proclaim afresh in 

our time and place the Good News of your overflowing love. 

 

Amen 

Neil Holm 

Leader 

20 April 2014 
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WELLSPRING COMMUNITY INCORPORATED 

STATEMENT OF INCOME and  EXPENDITURE FOR HE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2014 

 INCOME 2012 2013 2014 
 

EXPENSES 2012 2013 2014 

         Members 11,743.78 20,022.27 14,031.00 
 

Printing 827.68 3,332.33 
 Friends 6,040.00 10,370.00 5,715.00 

 
Phone 1,495.40 1,439.00 1,008.29 

Donations 1,350.00 3,910.50 755.00 
 

Postage 1,215.37 1,566.87 1,655.31 

Gathering don. 4,372.00 2,805.00 
  

National Event 4,138.41 28,576.23 
 Gathering 20,010.00 3,790.00 

  
Administration 6,671.79 6,071.09 5,349.02 

Book Sales 31.20 2,761.50 490.05 
 

Admin Service 10,082.62 9,629.67 6,226.32 

Prayer cards 97.30 
   

Pipeline 3,350.00 3,083.00 3,042.00 

Interest 895.28 654.59 599.99 
 

Travel 940.00 
 

1,682.14 

Other/Contra* 
    

Books 
 

2,830.25 150.00 

     
Contra 

   

     
Refunds 

   
 

      
28,721.27 56,528.44 19,113.08 

     
Surplus/*deficit 15,818.29 *12,214.58 2,477.96 

 
44,539.56 44,313.86 21,591.04 

  
44,539.56 44,313.86 21,591.04 

  

BALANCE SHEET as at 31 December 2014 

 ACCUMULATED FUNDS 

Opening balance 
    

27,186.73 43,005.02 30,790.44 

Surplus/deficit for year 
    

15,818.29 12,214.58 2,477.96 

 Funds Available at end of year 
   

43,005.02 30,790.44 33,268.40 

 Represented by; 
       CURRENT ASSETS 

Cash at Bank 
     

21,335.07 10,467.14 14,345.81 

UCA Trust Association  
    

21,669.95 20,323.30 18,922.59 

Total Assets 
     

43,005.02 30,790.44 33,268.40 

 

Approved at Annual General Meeting on  

 

          Neil Holm, Leader 

 

Peggy Goldsmith Public Officer ………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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2 Report from State Contacts 

2.1 NSW Reports 

Blue Mountains Group 

Blue Mountains Wellspring Community Group 2014 – 2015. 

The Wellspring year in the Blue Mountains has seen highlights such as the recent 

March meeting in 2015 for writing letters to leading politicians regarding asylum 

seekers and refugees.  So far we have not received many replies.  Political activity, 

nevertheless, has taken on a sharp focus for our group.  It has become our plan to 

sponsor public events.  We look forward to the May meeting with Susanne Rix, an 

environmental associate of Al Gore, being organised by Bill and Ruth Thomas.  It 

will involve other groups. 

The Celtic Day and the Advent Festival have been rich sources of traditional 

spirituality couched in Australian context and language.  We’re deeply indebted to Sr 

Jacinta Shailer for her gifts here.   Equally, Fr Eugene Stockton’s presentation of his 

books and ideas have  made for an occasion with a large meeting.  Easter has been a 

time of spiritual climax and blessing with Wellspring people taking part in a sunrise 

service.   

It has always been a privilege to have John Martin, our Wellspring founder in 1992, 

present as a member together with Noelene, his late wife.  It has also been a delight to 

us to have John and Joy Connor, who edit the Prayer Diary and share their wide and 

deep spirituality within the Community.  Elaine and John Telford continually 

challenge other members with their sense of mission among indigenous people and 

from their experience in East Timor.  We welcomed Neil Holm’s workshop day that 

helped us look profitably at what we are doing.  We rejoice, too, in the success Lisa 

Wriley has had with her Cash for Containers project, which she presented so 

forcefully to us in June 2014.  We look forward to another meeting with our Sydney, 

South Coast and Newcastle Wellspring friends before the October Gathering. 

Several members of the Blue Mountains group have health issues, while others are 

overcommitted with church, social and political affairs.  Wellspring Community often 

has a challenge to seize their attention.  Attendance at meetings has been 8 – 12 

usually, from within a network of 20.  Not too much interest is felt on the issue of 

‘membership’.  Interest, rather, turns to active reading of new theological and 

spiritually oriented books ranging from Brueggemann to Panikkar to cosmology.  A 

list of recommended reading seems timely and desirable. 

The current state of politics in Australia, indigenous recognition in the Constitution 

and the inequality of wealth distribution in western democracies are all matters of 

social justice  that we approach from such resources of spirituality as we possess. 

Jim Tulip and Peggy Goldsmith 

Hunter and Central Coast Group 

REPORT FROM THE NSW HUNTER AND CENTRAL COAST CELL 

GROUP 

Members and Friends of Wellspring are scattered over a wide area between Kariong, 

near Gosford, Lake Macquarie, Belmont North, East Maitland, and Newcastle.  
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Although only able to meet three times as a group during the past year, some have 

regularly participated in the bi-monthly meetings and related activities of Newcastle 

Christians for Peace and other ecumenical events and services.  We have also been 

active in a newly formed Ecumenical Social Justice Group for the Hunter, formed 

with the support of church leaders in Newcastle and the Hunter region.  

The 2014 AGM was the focus of a special meeting held in Helen and Keith Weavers’ 

home at Warrabrook, a venue we have greatly appreciated along with the ever 

welcoming hospitality offered by Helen and Keith there over many years.  Our walks 

through their beautiful and productive garden, so carefully tended, will be greatly 

missed!   However, we give thanks that Helen and Keith found a lovely new and very 

convenient home in Narla Village at Belmont North. 

Our prayers were with Doug and Isabel and all their family during the very sad time 

when, following a long illness, Paul, partner of their daughter, Sonya, and father of 

their grandson, Callum passed away in July.  Other members have been supported in 

times of recurring illness during the year. 

In  2014, when we met at Sheila Bourne’s home, we heard of Lisa Wriley’s planned 

visit with her family to Europe, including a visit to the Iona Community.  We 

prayerfully followed that wonderful adventure of Lisa, Andrew, James and Sam 

between July and September and were delighted that Lisa was able to share with us at 

our October meeting at Jenny’s home, many of the highlights.  These included special 

times with the Quakers, their amazing Quaker historical tapestry, and a couple of 

weeks on Iona where the boys participated in the group action and Lisa caught up 

with other Wellspring members. There was also a memorable stay in Edinburgh with 

Peter Millar.   

We have also continued to prayerfully support Lisa’s wonderful work for the 

environment at the Kariong Eco Garden, the national campaign Cash for Cans, in 

which she has player a starring role, and her Vigil for Equality at the Eco Garden on 

‘Close the Gap Day’.  We do wish we lived a bit closer to be able to be with Lisa in 

person more often. 

On March 1
st
 2015 Peggy Harman and Helen & Keith Weavers were our hosts in the 

delightful Community Hall at Narla Village, Belmont North, where we began with 

Sunday lunch then explored Wellspring Spirituality, each contributing a definition of 

spirituality which they had brought along. 

Our Cell Group has supported the Newcastle Christians for Peace Hiroshima Day 

Service (6 August); the Vigils for Asylum Seekers held each Friday evening in Lent, 

at the clock tower in Beaumont Street at Hamilton; the visit of Val Edwards, a 

recently returned Ecumenical Accompanier in Palestine/ Israel; a Lenten project Give 

us a Sign, with coordinated messages on hundreds of church noticeboards in support 

of asylum seekers; and many other actions for justice and peace in the area. 

We appreciate the Wellspring Prayer Diary as our aid to keep close in prayer to our 

Cell Group members as well to Wellspringers around the country. 

Doug Hewitt & Jenny Johnston, Contacts for the Hunter and Central Coast, NSW 

 

Sydney Group 

After the resignations of Doug and Marta Golding, it was decided that the South 

Sydney group was no longer functional; it was only the Allens and the Burnards from 

Wollongong.  As a result  we decided that  there would be only one Sydney group. 

This is mainly coordinated by Marie Thompson. Bimonthly meetings for the rest of 

the year have been planned out. Just on Saturday  we had a good meeting at the 
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Kimes in Maroubra. It was due to be a walk on the Labyrinth in Centennial Park but it 

had to be postponed due to potential rain.  

 

Clabon.Allen (NSW Contact) 

 

2.2 Queensland Report 

Wellspring Community Queensland AGM Report 2015 

Once again we will meet together for the AGM, sharing liturgy beforehand and lunch  

afterwards.  

We continue to meet bimonthly, to share each other's concerns in prayer and focus on 

a particular social justice issue at each gathering.  In May, several of us will support 

Ian and Pam Kerr in their particular ministry with India’s Vellore Hospital by 

attending the annual Vellore dinner/ fundraising activity with them.  We also plan to 

meet together to pray with Neil before he heads off to walk the final 300 kilometres of 

the Camino with his daughter and 13 year old grandson at the end of June. Ingerid 

Meagher is providing much appreciated practical information and positive support to 

Neil in these final months of preparation. 

In March three of us met to create a colourful bunch of origami flowers.  This action 

was in response to a TEAR suggestion to engage in craftivism, “a creative and fun 

way of raising your voice about serious issues.” In conjunction with International 

Women’s Day, we sent our flowers to Julie Bishop to acknowledge her support for 

“women and development, while speaking up on the Government’s recent aid cuts 

and their impact on women.” 

Queensland Wellspring Community continues to hope of meeting with members of 

the Northumbria Community and the Community of Aidan and Hilda for a time of 

reflection and exploration about whether/how these groups might strengthen and 

enrich each other.  Sadly, the day of our Annual General Meeting is the day these 

communities meet with Ray Simpson, the Founding Guardian of the international 

Community of Aidan and Hilda.   

Several members of Brisbane’s Northumbria Community now care for Brookfield 

Centre for Spirituality.  They live in community in one of the centre’s houses and 

practice a rhythm of prayer to which they invite members of the wider community to 

join. Wellspring Community Member, Helen Menzies now lives within walking 

distance of the Brookfield Centre and occasionally enjoys fellowship with the 

Northumbria Community in this way.  Neil recently attended a book discussion at the 

centre and discovered the latest Pipeline in their hospitality centre.  How it found its 

way there remains a mystery but we now plan to make sure we supply copies of 

Pipeline on a regular basis to this space! 

The Queensland Wellspring Community looks forward to welcoming John Martin to 

the Gold Coast in June.  While John will be an hour’s journey by car away from 

Brisbane (on a good traffic day!) we hope to be able to meet with him from time to 

time.  We continue to appreciate the phone and email contact we have with other 

members isolated by distance or disability.  We appreciated receiving information and 

encouragement from the Blue Mountains group recently to keep writing letters!  

Thank you! 
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Last week I received an email from a woman in Townsville asking whether we had 

members of the Community in that town.  We don’t but she enquired about attending 

the Gathering and I encouraged her to do so.  Here is a little of her email: “I initially 

knew of the Iona fellowship/community in Scotland via on-line research but have not 

connected there in any way. ..I considered it would be a fair hike getting to regular 

fellowship the other side of the world... I looked at the links on-line and of course saw 

the Wellspring Community. I am generally interdenominational … although I have 

strong Christian connections here have still felt a sense of isolation. Perhaps it is a 

depth and richness of faith that is very much lacking in modern day Christianity.”  

This signals a call for us to pray for all who visit our website, that they may take the 

next step and contact us to continue the conversation. 

I leave you with the theme we have adopted for our gathering conversations in 2015: 

There’s a Right Time for Everything (Based on Ecclesiastes 3/1-13  The Message) 

3 There’s an opportune time to do things, a right time for everything on the 

earth: 
2-8 

A right time for birth and another for death, 

A right time to plant and another to reap, 

A right time to kill and another to heal, 

A right time to destroy and another to construct, 

A right time to cry and another to laugh, 

A right time to lament and another to cheer, 

A right time to make love and another to abstain, 

A right time to embrace and another to part, 

A right time to search and another to count your losses, 

A right time to hold on and another to let go, 

A right time to rip out and another to mend, 

A right time to shut up and another to speak up, 

A right time to love and another to hate, 

A right time to wage war and another to make peace. 
9-13 

But in the end, does it really make a difference what anyone does? I’ve had 

a good look at what God has given us to do—busywork, mostly. True, God 

made everything beautiful in itself and in its time—but he’s left us in the dark, 

so we can never know what God is up to, whether he’s coming or going. I’ve 

decided that there’s nothing better to do than go ahead and have a good time 

and get the most we can out of life. That’s it—eat, drink, and make the most of 

your job. It’s God’s gift. 
14 

I’ve also concluded that whatever God does, that’s the way it’s going to be, 

always. No addition, no subtraction. God’s done it and that’s it. That’s so 

we’ll quit asking questions and simply worship in holy fear. 

15 Whatever was, is. Whatever will be, is. That’s how it always is with 
God. 

“With Love To The World” commented,” Trusting life and time, trusting the natural 

processes, and ultimately trusting God, frees us from the trap of tense anxiety.  Relax. 

Enjoy!  God wills it.  That is God’s gift.  So let the year begin, its moments come: and 

clutch at none and let none be your tyrant.” So - "How do you want to live in 2015 

 

Margaret Holm – Queensland State Contact     17th April 2015 
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2.3 SA Report 

SA Annual Report for Wellspring Community AGM 2014/15 

We have met as a group on a number of occasions in the last year.  At each meeting 

we have a shared meal and an opportunity to share of what is happening in our lives. 

In April 2014 our speaker was Mark Waters, the State Manager of Reconciliation SA.  

He gave an informative talk on the history and present challenges still before the First 

Australians in their battle (and indeed right) to be recognised.  It certainly seems so 

wrong that we need to have a referendum in the near future and get a majority vote 

before Aboriginal & Torres Strait people (who have lived in this land for more that 

40,000 years) can be recognised in Australia’s Constitution.  Mark also let us know of 

the various events available to attend during the Annual Reconciliation Week. 

In August we had a Celebration of Song arranged by members of the Fish Cell 

Group.  Sister Sandra Sears CSBC spoke of the Community of Saints Barnabas & 

Cecilia of which she is a member.  She took us through a feast of music, singing 

songs which were familiar and teaching us new songs, some of which she had herself 

written.  She even had some of us playing bells to accompany a refrain.  We came 

away refreshed and with a song in our hearts. 

We finished the year in November with a mini retreat, taking time and space to 

meditate on Images of the Christ: Christ the Good Shepherd; Christ the Yearning 

Father, the Mother Hen, the Turner of Tables and the Washer of Feet.  We finished 

the evening with Communion. 

We have only met once this year in February.  Our speaker was Geoff Boyce, the 

Coordinating Chaplain at Flinders University.  He began work there in 1997 when the 

religious centre consisted just about solely of various exclusive Christian groups and 

it attracted no interest or support from the faculty.  Over about 17 years it has now 

evolved into a vibrant multi-faith hub called the Oasis Centre with a team of chaplains 

of various persuasions and the backing and encouragement of the university 

hierarchy.  The emphasis of the centre is one of hospitality and inclusiveness.  They 

see Oasis as a centre of faith development and spiritual refreshment, providing a 

forum and home environment for the development of genuine community.  Geoff’s 

talk was very inspiring and well received.  We concluded with worship. 

Lynona Hawkins       SA State Contact 

 

2.4 Victorian Report 

Victorian State Report Wellspring AGM 

Local gatherings: 

Through 2014-15  the members and friends in Victoria have met together at a central 

location every few months.  These gatherings have not been attended by all for a 

variety of reasons – distance; travel needs; other commitments.  However we have 

continued the practice of meeting at a ‘central’ location  for this year.  The focus of 

our meetings has been building relationships within the group .  The occasions have 

been times of hearing of the extensive and rich  experience  of our  local group.  
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We began 2015 with a meeting in February at Church of All Nations in Carlton. This 

was actually a deferred meeting – was initially planned for the end of 2014.  In 

November 2014 several factors interfered with our plan s- including a state 

government election.   At our February meeting we heard from Pastor John Evans - 

Pastor at Church of All Nations for many years.   The discussion of all the that has 

happened there over the last decades was a great story of the work of the Spirit 

through God’s people.    The story telling  revealed some interesting and unexpected 

crossings of pathways of those present.   

The last few months have also included  a focus on the preparation for the next  

Wellspring  Community Gathering – but that is the topic of another report. 

Prepared by Bernadette Madden – State Contact 

 

2.5 ACT Report  
ACT Wellspring Report for AGM 2015 

 

I am happy to say that we have managed to meet more regularly this year.  It wasn’t 

for want of trying before, but this last year we have been with each other over meals 

and for good chats several times.  

In November we had the pleasure of Neil and Margaret visiting us, and at that time 

David Sloane and John and Elaine Telford happened to be in Canberra too, so we had 

a huge gathering by ACT standards.  You may have read about that meeting in 

Pipeline – it was a great time for catching up with how each person was feeling about 

their relationship with God and each other and how connected they felt to the 

Community.  

We will nearly all be able to be together for the AGM so are looking forward to 

another time of sharing with each other as well as the wider community.  We are 

hoping that Judith Dunbar may be able to join us now that she is living in Canberra 

too.  

Several people have had serious family sickness issues and we uphold each other in 

prayer as the  months go by with no easy solutions. 

 

Jill Robertson    -   State Contact 

2.6 Tasmanian Report 

Tasmania State Report Wellspring AGM 

The mutual support and understanding present in our group is precious. 

Each of the participants has a demanding area of service in his or her own family, 

church and/or community group.   Our freedom to report on how we are travelling is 

important to us.  We know we are heard. 

The membership includes representatives from the Catholic church, Salvation Army 

and Uniting church.  

We are made aware of the joys and lows in the family and public life of each member, 

celebrate with them in the achievements of the members themselves or a member of 

their family, and are with them in the low patches. 

Sharing our brief worship is a significant and vital time in our gathering. 



Wellspring Community Inc AGM 2015 9 May 2015 

Page 21 of 28 

State Reports   Combined Reports 

Our lives would be much poorer without our monthly get-togethers. 

Pat McKenzie  -  Tasmanian Contact   4/5/2015 

2.7 Western Australian Report 

Western Australia State Report Wellspring AGM 

During the past 12 months we have held two public functions focusing on Palestine.  

One was an information session, the other a Christmas worship with prayers for peace 

in Palestine and peace circle dancing.  We have had also held regular sharing 

meetings throughout the year.   

Our 2015 Retreat entitled Journeying, with its emphasis on Celtic Spirituality, was 

particularly enjoyable with each person contributing to the weekend.  Our 2016 

Retreat is already booked for 29 April - 1 May and the topic is The Spirit is Moving. 

This year we have welcome two new Members, Jane Robertson and Linda Murray 

(who has returned after a period of absence).  Margaret Culhane is a new Friend, 

living a long way from Perth, but we hope we will meet soon. 

 

Janelle Macgregor  -  WA Contact Person   3/5/2015 
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3 Spirituality and Justice 

3.1 Ecumenical and Interfaith  

WELLSPRING ECUMENICAL AND INTERFAITH REPORT 

The crises of ever-increasing violence in Egypt, Iraq, Syria etc, natural disasters 

around the world and the Ebola epidemic, over the past twelve months surely provide 

an ever more urgent reminder of our need as Christians to work together and with 

people of other faiths for the relief of suffering humanity - for peace and justice.  

Wellspring ‘Ecumenical and Interfaith updates’ have related some responses, 

internationally and in Australia, while seeking ongoing prayer and action.  Some 

examples follow. 

The World Council of Churches (www.oikoumene.org) continues its many 

programmes promoting justice and peace.  ‘Building an Interfaith Community – 

Wealth & Poverty in Judaism, Christianity and Islam’ is a short course (27 July – 14 

August 2015) for 18 to 35 year olds in Geneva.  (Applications due 31
st
 April.) The 

WCC promotes a World Week of Prayer for Peace in Palestine in September during 

the week following the International Day of Prayer for Peace. The Ecumenical 

Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) continues to provide 

individuals to accompany (& keep safe) vulnerable Palestinians negotiating 

checkpoints, attending medical appointments or reaching school safely.  The WCC 

General Secretary, the Revd Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, spoke on April 16
th

 at the funeral in 

Germany of the Revd Dr Philip Potter, 3
rd

 General Secretary from 1972 – 1984.  (Dr 

Potter had attended the WCC Assembly in Canberra in 1991.)  Dr Tveit described 

Philip Potter’s life as “a pilgrimage of justice and peace” – he was a “pilgrim who 

moved forward with faith, hope and love”. 

The National Council of Churches in Australia (www.ncca.org.au) has welcomed a 

new General Secretary, Sr Elizabeth Delaney, with 10 years of experience of 

ecumenical and interfaith dialogues through her work with the Australian Catholic 

Bishops’ Conference and 5 years as a member of the Executive Committee of the 

NCCA.  The NCCA continues its programmes of the Christmas Bowl and Act for 

Peace enabling members of the Australian churches to contribute to projects around 

the world supporting members churches in providing for and standing alongside 

suffering humanity. The NCCA is a partner in the WCC’s EAPPI programme, helping 

recruit and train participant ‘ecumenical accompaniers’ from Australia.   

The Taize Community (of Reconciliation) (www.taize.fr)  continues to build bridges 

amongst tens of thousands of the youth of Europe and the world, providing weekly 

programmes promoting understanding and friendship through Bible study, discussion, 

prayer and worship .  This year the Community is celebrating 75 years since its 

foundation by Br Roger, with the provision of shelter to refugees from both sides 

during World War II.  Brothers continue to work with people in desperate situations 

around the world, as well as welcoming youth of all backgrounds as visitors into the 

Community in France.  We are asked to pray this year for the focus on how to renew 

community for others, to share enthusiasm in bringing new life into prayer groups and 

to integrate the challenges of today’s world into common reflection. 

http://www.oikoumene.org/
http://www.ncca.org.au/
http://www.taize.fr/
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The Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions has just announced the 

appointment of a new Executive Director, Daniel Hostetler, who as a Mennonite 

Christian is deeply committed to working for peace.  He has experienced working at a 

high level for ‘for-profit’ businesses and  wanted to move into the not-for-profit 

world, to serve and work to achieve his vision for a just, peaceful and sustainable 

world.  The Parliament is gathering in Salt Lake City, Utah USA, from 15 – 19 

October 2015.  May this be a very fruitful gathering of leaders and adherents of the 

world’s major faiths as they strive for peace and justice. 

Jim Tulip is involved with the Interfaith Group on the Blue Mountains which is 

continuing to flourish.  Christian, Buddhist and Brahma Kumaris personnel contribute 

to monthly meetings, one month in meditation followed by discussion, the next month 

spent on planning public activities.  Their magazine, Light Over the Mountains, is 

currently changing its editorial group.  Ecumenically on the Blue Mountains, 

Wellspring members, Louise Mattay and Jacinta Shailer led the dawn service for 

Easter Day at Leura.  Traditionally it is a spectacular occasion on the edge of the 

escarpment looking out to Mt Solitary as the sun rises up over the valleys and ridges.  

With this year’s rain on Easter morning, the service was held in Leura Uniting 

Church.  Jonathan Inkpin sends news of St Luke’s Parish in Toowoomba working 

with people of other faiths for peace and harmony in that region.  Similarly in 

Victoria, Mac and Margaret Nicoll are involved in ongoing interfaith action through 

the Carlton Church of All Nations. 

The NSW Ecumenical Council (www.nswec.org.au) General Secretary, Fr Shenouda 

Mansour of the Coptic Orthodox Church, has called for prayer in recent months for 

the situations in Egypt, Syria and Iraq.  The Christian Churches from those countries 

are represented on the Council which has also sponsored a fundraising dinner to 

provide support for those facing horrific suffering back in the Middle East.  Doug 

Hewitt, following his two years as Honorary General Secretary of the NSW 

Ecumenical Council, continues as a member of its Commission for Justice & Peace. 

The annual World Day of Prayer (first Friday of March) focused this year on The 

Bahamas.  Although natural beauty graces those islands, there are many severe social 

problems faced by their communities.  Informed prayer in a service prepared by an 

ecumenical group of women from The Bahamas was held ecumenically in over 

seventy countries and in hundreds of venues around Australia (over 350 in NSW).  

Prayerful action, through the offertories taken up in Australia, has supported Bible 

Society directed community projects in The Bahamas and also within Aboriginal 

communities in Australia.  Helen Weavers reported on the World Day of Prayer 

service hosted by the Belmont North Uniting Church this year and its moving impact 

on all who participated. 

We give thanks for many Wellspringers who are involved in any form of ecumenical 

or interfaith activity.  May we all encourage and support ecumenical and interfaith 

action within our own communities whenever response to any kind of suffering is 

needed, as we continue to pray for such action worldwide, and particularly that 

undertaken by the organisations mentioned above and others known to us. 

Jim Tulip & Jenny Johnston,  

Wellspring Contacts for Ecumenical & Interfaith Matter 

http://www.nswec.org.au/
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3.2 Sustainability 

Wellspring Sustainability Report 2015 

A Definition of Sustainability from  

www.landlearnnsw.org.au/sustainability/what-is-sustainability: 

Sustainability could be defined as an ability or capacity of something to be 

maintained or to sustain itself. It's about taking what we need to live now, without 

jeopardising the potential for people in the future to meet their needs. If an activity is 

said to be sustainable, it should be able to continue forever. 

Here is my brief reflection on where we are at in Australia at this time. 

Threats to our planet are so many I cannot name them: 
Sadly the same threats as last year: Planned dredging in the Great Barrier Reef, coal 

mining in the Galilee Basin (Queensland) proposed; Native Vegetation and 

Threatened Species Acts being ‘reviewed’ in NSW – hard fought protections are still 

at risk; in my LGA, the Central Coast, we are still fighting to stop the expansion of 

the Rocla sandmine at Calga that will threaten an Aboriginal Women’s site, 

endangered species, a wildlife sanctuary and bleed the mountain dry of its aquifer – 

effecting plants, animals and local agriculture – also local protectors have set up a 

camp to stop Wyong Council destroying a Sea Eagle’s Nest; protests against coal and 

coal seam gas mining continue; toxic tyres pose major environmental health risks 

(illegally exported from Australia or stockpiled and burnt - google ‘the skids’ and 

toxic tyres) not to mention climate change!!  Japan has resumed plans to kill Minke 

Whales after having a season off in 2014. 

Signs of hope: 
Divestment campaigns encouraging people to close their accounts with banks who are 

funding fossil fuel mining; a new guide to Renewable Energy friendly retailers has 

been published and many people are making the switch to companies like Powershop 

and Diamond Energy.  

See http://www.greenpeace.org/australia/en/what-we-do/climate/The-Green-Electricity-Guide/ 

Individuals and groups like Our Land, Our Water Our Future, Ecopella and ‘Knitting 

Nannas against Coal Seam Gas’ sharing their passion, their presence and gifts.   

NSW government announced on 21/2/15 that NSW will introduce a Container 

Deposit System effective July 2017(ACT looks like joining them).  Hooray!! Send a 

thank you letter to the Premier if you live in NSW and lobby your Premier and 

Environment Minister if you live in Queensland, Victoria, Western Australia or 

Tasmania.  We are still aiming for a national Container Deposit System. 

A new EcoFaith weekly radio program and "Coal and Gas in your Community: A 

Mission Study Guide for Congregations" is now available. Find details at: 
http://www.unitingearthweb.org.au/ 

See the movies ‘Frackman’, ‘Gasland’ and ‘Project Wild Thing’. 

As I said last year: 

Get informed, pray and take action with local groups working on: 

bushcare, landcare, waterwatch, catchment management, wildlife rescue, 

permaculture, community gardens, renewable energy, coal-seam gas action, 

sustainable agriculture and community supported agriculture. Google your local 

groups or ask your local government. 

http://www.unitingearthweb.org.au/
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State and national groups we can connect with: 
Catholic Earthcare: www.catholicearthcare.org.au 
Uniting Earthweb: www.unitingearthweb.org.au 
Boomerang Alliance: www.boomerangalliance.org.au 
Total Environment Centre - www.tec.org.au 
Clean Up Australia – www.cleanup.org.au 
Friends of the Earth – www.foe.org.au 
Australian Conservation Foundation – www.acfonline.org.au 
Greenpeace Australia Pacific – www.greenpeace.org/australia/en/ 
Nature Conservation Council of NSW – www.nccnsw.org.au 
Environment Victoria – www.envict.org.au 
Queensland Conservation – www.qccqld.org.au 
Conservation Council of South Australia – www.ccsa.asn.au 
Conservation Council of Western Australia – www.ccwa.org.au 
The Environment Centre Northern Territory – www.ecnt.org.au 
Arid Lands Environment Centre – www.alec.org.au 
Environment Tasmania – www.et.org.au 
Tasmanian Conservation Trust – www.tct.org.au 
Conservation Council ACT – www.consact.org.au 
Take 3 – www.take3.org.au 
Two Hands Project – www.twohandsproject.org 
Project Aware - www.projectaware.org/category/tags/australia 
Tangaroa Blue Foundation - www.tangaroablue.org 
Sea Life Conservation Fund - www.sealifeconservation.org.au 
SURFRIDER Foundation - www.surfrider.org.au 
Beyond ZERO Emissions – www.bze.org.au 
Quit Coal – www.quitcoal.org.au 
Permaculture Australia – www.permacultureaustralia.org.au 
Composting Awareness Week - www.compostweek.com.au 
Knitting Nannas - http://www.knitting-nannas.com/ 
Lock the Gate - http://www.lockthegate.org.au/ 
 

Remember the words of the Onceler in The Lorax by Dr Seuss: 
“UNLESS someone like you cares a whole awful lot, 

Nothing is going to get better it’s not.” 

 
Lisa Wriley  -  Sustainability Contact      30 April 2015 

3.3 Hospitality and Healing 

Hospitality and Healing Report to AGM 2015 

Hospitality and Healing has been well received as an area under our headings of 

Peace and Justice.  For some Members and Friends, Hospitality and Healing is the 

core business of Wellspring Community, the umbrella under which all other topics sit. 

In its first year as a nominated area, 25 people have given this area priority.  More 

wish to continue receiving posts.  Last year’s posts are still on the webpage.   

 

Janelle Macgregor  -   Hospitality and Healing Contact    3/05/2015 

http://www.catholicearthcare.org.au/
http://www.unitingearthweb.org.au/
http://www.boomerangalliance.org.au/
http://www.tec.org.au/
http://www.cleanup.org.au/
http://www.foe.org.au/
http://www.acfonline.org.au/
http://www.greenpeace.org/australia/en/
http://www.nccnsw.org.au/
http://www.envict.org.au/
http://www.qccqld.org.au/
http://www.ccsa.asn.au/
http://www.ccwa.org.au/
http://www.ecnt.org.au/
http://www.alec.org.au/
http://www.et.org.au/
http://www.tct.org.au/
http://www.consact.org.au/
http://www.take3.org.au/
http://www.twohandsproject.org/
http://www.projectaware.org/category/tags/australia
http://www.tangaroablue.org/
http://www.sealifeconservation.org.au/
http://www.surfrider.org.au/
http://www.bze.org.au/
http://www.quitcoal.org.au/
http://www.permacultureaustralia.org.au/
http://www.compostweek.com.au/
http://www.knitting-nannas.com/
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/
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4 Other Reports 

4.1 Gathering 2015 Report 
Report of Wellspring AGM 

Preparation for 2015 Gathering to be held at Ballarat Sept 2015. 

To date the following have been considered and preparations are in progress on: 
1. Format 
2. Venue 
3. Costings 
4. Content 
5. Publicity/ brochure 

Format: 

Discussions at our last gathering in Collaroy opened the topic of  ‘open space ‘ 

approach for the Gathering.   This option has been agreed to for the style of next 

Gathering in 2015. 

Venue: 

Following consideration of the needs of those participating in the Gathering other 

factors, the site of Ballarat Grammar School was selected.  To date there have been 2 

site visits and discussions with contact person on site are on-going. 

The venue has the potential to accommodate members and friends for the Gathering. 

The school along with the city of Ballarat will provide a very suitable place for us to 

gather as a community later this year. 

Included in the choice of venue has been consideration of accessibility from interstate.  

To this end Ballarat is more accessible than parts of Melbourne and can be reached by 

airport bus service and train from Melbourne. 

Costings: 

Preparation for the Gathering has included consideration of the costs for this event.  

This has required a ‘balancing act’ between ensuring that the Gathering is affordable 

for all members and friends and also does not represent a financial burden on the 

Community budget. 

To this end the cost per person has been set at $450.00. 

Publicity/ brochure: 

 A brochure has been completed and circulated with Pipeline in February / March this 

year. Replies are being received by Jan McEvoy. 

Future: 

 Tasks to be completed include the following: 
1. Co-ordination of community prayer time 
2. Encouraging  participants to contribute to Open Space process 
3. Allocation of accommodation and meeting various needs 

Prepared by Bernadette Madden on behalf of the Gathering 2015 sub-committee 
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4.2 Pipeline Report 
Pipeline Report to Wellspring Community AGM 9 May 2015 

Pipeline report for 2015 is an index of the four issues published since the 2014 AGM 

June 2014  

4.2.1.1 My Daily Practice 
Contributions by John Connor, Roslyn Hunt, Jim & Marilyn Kime, David Sloane, 

June McLaren and Caroline Pearce Pages 1 - 4  

4.2.1.2 Leader’s Letter 
National Gathering Ballarat 2015 Neil Holm Page 5  

4.2.1.3 Moving Forward With Hospitality And Healing  
Janelle Macgregor Page 6  

4.2.1.4 Engagement  
with Interfaith (Eugene Stockton) Page 7  

with Interfaith (Amy Daniel) Page 7  

with Betty Matthews Page 8  

with Pilgrimage (Ingrid Meagher) Page 8  

with Community, Movement, or Network (Jill Robertson) Page 9  

4.2.1.5 BAMM (Books-Art-Music-Movies)  
BOOKS  
THE CROSS: An Australian Journey by Helen Barnes rsj Reviewed by Jill Robertson 

Page 9  

ART  
CELTIC RUNE OF HOSPITALITY Caligraphy by Jill Robertson Page 10  

MAROUBRA BEACH Art by Marilyn Kime Page 10  

SILENCE Poem by Caroline Pearce Page 6 

MOVIES  
FILMS FROM UPSTAIRS MAY MISS MARK ON SPIRITUALITY Karen Brooks 

Page 10  

SEPTEMBER 2014 

4.2.1.6 RECONCILIATION  
ALL BOUND TOGETHER David Woods Page 1  

RECONCILIATION IN A LOCAL COMMUNITY John Telford Page 3  

RECONCILIATION Val Bennett Page 3  

RECONCILIATION ACTION PLAN PROGRAMME Reconciliation Australia Page 

4  

RECONCILIATION: WHAT YOUR CELL GROUP CAN DO by TEAR Page 5  

4.2.1.7 LEADER’S LETTER  
National Workshop Neil Holm Page 6  

4.2.1.8 BAMM (Books-Art-Music-Movies)  
BOOKS  
IN THE ABSENCE OF TREATY by Michele Harris Page 7  

ART  
REVIEW OF INKLINGS by Jim Tulip Page 7  

CELEBRATING SPRING by Amy Daniel Page 8  

MUSIC  
GUNGOR Page 9  
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4.2.1.9 ENGAGEMENT  
with the Bowen Island New Monasticism Consultation, June 10-13, 2014 by Neil 

Holm Page 10 

December 2014  

4.2.1.10 Equity  
AN EQUITABLE SOCIETY FOR ALL PEOPLE Geoff Stevenson Page 1  

EQUITY FOR PALESTINE Janelle Macgregor Page 3  

SECULARISM IN AN EQUITABLE SOCIETY Neil Holm Page 4  

THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL PROMOTES EQUITY Helen Barnes Page 5  

4.2.1.11 Leader’s Letter  
By Neil Holm: Vale Noelene Martin Page 5 Vale Roy Lanigan Page 5 Vale Lola 

Mavor Green by Ian Kerr Page 8  

An Open Space Gathering Neil Holm Page 6  

4.2.1.12 BAMM (Books-Art-Music-Movies)  
BOOKS  
Richard Rohr’s NEW GREAT THEMES OF SCRIPTURE (CD) by David Sloane 

Page 8  

ART  
QUAKER TAPESTRY HIGHLIGHTS EQUITY by Lisa Wriley Page 9  

4.2.1.13 Engagement  
with the Wellspring Trip to Iona by Lisa Wriley Page 10 

March 2015 

4.2.1.14 Spirituality Of Place 
GARDENS AND SPIRITUALITY OF SPACE Stephanie Hogg  Page 1  

LANYON HOMESTEAD Merilyn Tandukar Page 3  

POST GATHERING TRIP TO LAKE MUNGO Clabon and Margaret Allen Page 8  

PLACE, SPIRITUALITY & DEMOCRACY Museum of Australian Democracy at 

Eureka. Wellspring National Gathering venue Page 8  

4.2.1.15 BAMM (Books-Art-Music-Movies)  
BOOKS  
Russell Brand’s REVOLUTION Reviewed by Geoff Stevenson Page 9  

DOING THE RIGHT THING AT WORK: CATHOLIC’S GUIDE TO FAITH, 

BUSINESS & ETHICS by James L. Nolan Reviewed by June Mills Page 11  

4.2.1.16 Engagement  
with Secularism in a Equitable Society Page 12  

with the Solo art exhibition, “Reflections on a Long White Cloud” Page 13  

with David Sloane’s thoughts on Wellspring Page 14  

with Wendell Berry’s Imagination in Place Page 14  

 

 


